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25X1 1. ‘In addition to being Physics Professor at Berlin Humboldt University, Director 
of its Second Institute of Physics and, in a semimofficial capacity, scientific 
adivesr to the Education Ministry of the Soviet Zone, Professor Dr. Robert Rompe 
is now also head of all industrial research in the people's-owmed enterprisad 
of the Soviet Zone. He has stated that he intenda to deeresse his activity 
for the Education Ministry and to devote himself more exclusively to scientific 
rescarch, Howaver, upon the ineistence of his political friends, he feels 
obligated to make a compromise between hie desire for pure aciensific activity. 
and the necessity of remining politically active. He, therefore, has aprecd.. 
to direct industrial resoarch in the socialized sector of German economy. * 


2. Rompe steted that he was about to found, in the framawork of the orpanization of 
industrial research, a research service (Studiengesellechaft) for the development 
and improvement of sources of light. In an effort to illustrate the importancs — 
of organized industrial research, he elited, as a partieular instance, the work 


done in the recant past by the research and development department of the Zeiss 
works in Jeng.** | 


a. The Zeiss wrksa has developed and exhibited at the Leipzi¢ Fair, an’ ultra- - 
sonie direction finder to bo used in fishing. ; 


bo It has successfully developed a newtype mirror objective for the elimina- 
tion of chromatic mistakes and mistakes cauged by spheric aberration, as 
they appear in tang objectives; at the samo time, the plant has constructed 
microscopes and eameras for X-ray screen photography which function with _ 
this mirror objective, | 


¢. Good progress has been made in the construction of Schmidt-type telescopes 
the first of which is expected to be completed in about 4 year. Rompe 
stated that original plans for building such teldscopas with a mirror sur- 
face diameter of 2.50 m. had to be abandoned and that the type under con~ 
struction has a diameter of 2.00 m. | 


d. The plant has been charged with and successfully completed the overhauling 
of the refractor of the Academy observatory in Berlin-Babelsberg. It dia 
so, Roripe stated, by emulating a principle developed in the United States 
for such purposes which results in a mors accurate correction of the spheric 
mistakes by neglecting the chromatic corrections in the eptical systen and 


CONFIDENTIAL 25x'_ 
_____ CLASSIFICATION — See, —“(tisstststs‘(‘“SOésCésLSCOC*w*w*#C®S 
STATE NAVY NSRB DISTRIBUTION 


eaters iar Sout 
io gate AY ow 
1 Decument wo. 


Ais _ ae a Loar 
f 
igh 
Ae 


a Se 


IA-RDP82-0045%R905400450031-8 
¥ 


Approve) RFID EPPA LC 4-R028%00457R0051 00450011-8 
weoog] sd se 


CECUPPAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY | 
as 


by reducing the chromatic mistakes at the same time, either through in- 
sertion or filter screens into the system or through separation of the 


light (observation in different focal planes). — 


3. ‘When questioned about the planning of research by the State, Rompe, of course, 
strongly advocated the ideag . he was forced to acknowledge, however, that 
research runs the risk of boing sreatly hampered by governmental bureecracy. 
He related the following example to illustrate thi. 3 points the Oberspreewerk 
in Berlin-Oberschineweide has been eneaged in the deve lopment of devices for 
the measurement of physical qualities as functions of frequency. 

The plant forwarded proposals to the Flanning Ministry in Moscow concerning 
a frequency range within the linits of ten thousand! to one million Hertz. 
Moseovw accepted the plan but amended it with the 9 er to extend the frequency 
rante so as to include the entire range from ten ! ertz to one hundred million 
Hertz which, as Rompe remarked, was absolute nonsense, because so large a 
range must ba broken down Into smaller onos in which different principles of 
measurenent and devices have to be applied. After this had been pointed out 
to Moscow, a new order not only confirmed the one preseribing the impossibly 
large range but also required two model samples ingtead of one and fixed a 
close deadline for their comniestion. The plant had to undertake their construc- 
tion, although it was believed to be a waste of material and effort, and, in 
order to complete them in the prescribed time, did a very bad job. After the 
deadline, nobedy was alllowsd to make any improvements on the devices because 
the time allowed for them in the plan had expired. The devises then romained 
unchanged in the plentfor nearly three months, vhereupon they were claimed by 
Moseow. They were sent there ani, as became known later, arrived at a wrong 
ae Anat tone In subsequent correspondence between Moscow and the works, the 
ater proposed to effect certain changes of the devices in order to somehow 

- make them workable. This, however, was declined beeause the plan did not 
allow time for such additional work. In Rempe's Spon, the devices are 
somevhere in Moscow unused and unusable. 


4. Thus, while adnitting the possibility of hamrering effects effected by State. 
planning on research, Romps pinned the responsibility for them entirely on in- 
efficient bureaucracy vhich, he hoped, could be reduced to harmless proportions 
in his industrial research sector, In this connection, he made rathor bitter 
comments about Minister Selbmann who, he said om is one of the worst bureaucrats 
alvays trying to oppose his, lNonpe's, efforts ¥e make planning work smooth -: 
and sensible, always insisting on carrying out & ‘ussian orders to the letter 
and, thus, endangering the rational operation of the vhole system. 


So 
25X1 


6 Rempe's pregent political owtlock in revard to pending events, as developed 
in nany conversations, can thus bo summarized: 
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a. Thery will be no shooting war because neither the Russiansmr the 
Americans want it. 


b. The cold war will eradualiy be settled. Nerotiatione between the 
Americans and the Russians are being held "secretly" without the 
public being aware of them; they will eventually result in an agrec~ 
ment whereby the two systema can live with each other, 


ec, As for Germany, the two German governments will be obliged, under 
the pressure of all Allieg concerned, to recognize each other and, 
for seme time to come, two Germanys will live as separate soveraign 
states with close economic bonds. As an example of the desire for 
cooperation, he cited the cancellation of the Eastern “hiteun parade 
in “est Berlin which was the result of Russian intervention with the 
East German government. We further believes that the Russians will, 
in not too distant a future, leave their oecunation zone regardless 
of the decision taken by the Yestern powers in thoir respective zones. 
If the “estern powers then choose to remain in Germany, the Communists 
will have a propaganda platform which may enable them to conquer poli- 
tically all of Germany. 


7o Although Eompe has not come to ‘est Germany since September 1949, he has 

tried to maintain relations with Vest German selentists. He has started 
a program of inviting "est German physicists to Berlin to rive lectures 
25X1 at the Humboldt Universit 
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25X1* [___ |Garments 
25X14 Rompe's now job as head of industrial research 
comes under the inistry of Economy. 


25x1* [  |Cormant: Rompe is a rember of the Kuratoriun of the Zelas foundatdon, 


